
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER ________ _ 

OAKLAND CITY COY~M!~~Lt_;~ 
ORDINANCE No. 12 9 9 8 G-.M.S. 

AN ORDINANCE DELETING OAKLAND MUNICIPAL CODE (OMe) 
SECTION 3.08.140 (ELECTION OF CANDIDATES). AMENDING 
SECTION 3.08.150 (ORDER OF CANDIDATE NAMES); DELETING 
SECTION 3.12.210 (TIME PERIODS FOR EXPENDITURES); 
AMENDING 3.12.040 (INTERPRETATION OF THIS ACT), TO 
CONFORM THE OMC WITH INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING FOR CITY 
ELECTIONS 

WHEREAS, in February 2007. the Oakland City Council submitted to the voters a 
proposed charter amendment, Measure 0, to adopt a system of ranked choice 
voting, also known as instant runoff voting, to elect all city offices by majority vole 
in one election; 

WHEREAS, at the November 7, 2006, a majority of the voting electors adopted 
Measure 0; 

CitY Attorney 

WHEREAS, in orqer to implement ranked choice voting for city offices, changes to the 
Oakland Municipal Code are necessary; now therefore 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAKLAND DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS; 

SECTION 1. The Oakland Municipal Code is hereby amended to add, delete. or 
modify sections as set forth below (section numbers and titles are indicated in bold 
type; additions are indicated by underscoring and deletions are indicated by striko 
IhreYSjh tyl3e; portions of the regulations not cited or not shown in underscoring or strike­
through type are not changed. 

3.QII.14Q ElestioR af saRlliliates. 
Any sancliclale Fe6ei~'inEl a ffiajerily of Ihe vote sasl for all sancliclates for tRat office at tRe 
ffiuniGipal floFT1iRaliASj elegien shalll3e eeclared elegecl. If at any cloJ6h election theFe is 
any offico 10 whisA no person was oleGlecl, then tAe 1> .... 0 sanclidates for sush offi6e 
F660i\<in§ the Ri!jhost number of votes for SlieR offise shall ee IRe GaRelelates, ane tAO 
only saREiiclalos, for SIISR Qffiso WROSO naffies sRall be printeEi upon ballots to be issuecl 
at tho saGonG or !Joneral FT1unisi!lal election; proviEiecl that. in any event, all Jilersons 
reseivif!g a nUffieor of votes 9Eluallo the hi9hest nUFT1aer of votes resoivecl sy any 
sancliGiato sAali also eo cancliclatos at SIoIGh sasonE! election. Tho eancliGiate recei'liR§ IAe 
highest nUffiber of '.'otes east for all soncliclates for that offiso at the SOSGnc:! or SjeRoral 
ffiuniGipal oleGIion shall eo cleclarecl eloste4-

3.08.150 Order of candidates' namos. 
A. Within ten days following the last day on which nominating petitions may be filed for 
an IAe ffiunisi!lal ROffiinatin!l election or another Oakland municipal election in which 
nominating petitions are accepted, the City Clerk shall hold a public drawing to 

1 

(d)(5)



determine the order in which the names of qualifying candidates for each office shall 
appear on the ballot. 
The City Clerk shall write the name of each candidate for an office on a slip of paper, 
fold the slip so as to conceal the name and place the slip in a box. The City Clerk shall 
then draw the slips of paper from the box until all the slips are withdrawn. The names of 
candidates shall be printed on the ballot in the order in which the slips of paper 
containing the names of candidates are drawn. 

El. fallowing the R'lYniciJ)ol AOR'linating election, the City Clork shall semjyct a drawing 
to detormino lhe ordor in which the namos of candidates Elwalifying fur tho goneral 
R'lunicipal eleGlion sRall appear en the sallet. Tho drawing shall bo caRdHGlee in the 
R'lanner sfl€lsifiod in subsection A af this 60clioR. 

C. At least five days prior to the date on which any drawing is conducted pursuant to 
this Section, the City Clerk shall place a notice on the official bulletin board, City Hall, 
specifying the time, date, and location of the drawing. 

3,12.21 g Time periods fer e'll'poAditliros. 

For J)blr,:loses of the expensityro coilings, qualifies cam,:laign expeneilYFos FI'1ade 
at any tiR'le OR or l30tere Marsh 615t of tho eloclion year shall l3e consideree ",rlmary 
oioslion oxpeRsityros, ane Etualilies caR'lpai€fn o)<pondiluros mado from April 1 GI wRtiI 
OoceFl'1ber 31st of the olaclion year shall be consiaared geFioral slaGlien e)(peneitHres. 
HQwever, in the e\'8RI that ",aYR'len!s aro mado BY! tile goods or services are not used 
syring tho period FlY[GRased, the Flayments shall Be considered qualifies GaR'lFlaign 
expenditures fer the tiR'le Flerioe in which thoy are uses. ~YR'lents for !lOOSS or services 
HSes in soth time periosc sRall be FlForatEJd. 

3.12.040 Interpretation ofthis Act. 

Unless the term is specifically defined in this Act or the contrary is stated or 
clearly appears from the context, the definitions setforth in Government Code Sections 
81000 et seq., as they appear in 1998 shall govern the interpretation of this Act. 

"Broad-based political committee" means a committee of persons which has 
been in existence for more than six months, receives contributions from one hundred 
(100) or more persons, and acting in concert makes contributions to five or more 
candidates. 

"City offices" for the purposes of this Act include: Mayor, City Attomey, City 
Auditor, City Council members and School Board Directors. 

"Election" means any primary or €fenoral election held in the city of Oakland for 
city office. PriR'laFY and !leneral elections are sepal'ato €llGetions fer pUFJlOS8S oOAis Act. 
The flrimElf'j election peried GRail eXleRe [Fern Janwary 1 sl of the first yoor of an elasliefl 
aysle loll" 10 and inclHEiiRg Marci:l <lOth of tRo fourtR year of tRe eleetion cycle, aRd Ihe 
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general elestien J3erioo sRall Cldend fraI'A Al3ril 1st ef IRe feurtR year af the elesti9n cYGle 
Ilfl ts anEl~cluging Decemeer ~1st ef tAe wurth year sHhe electien cycle. 

SECTION 2._Severability. If any article, section, subsection sentence, clause 
or phrase of this ordinance or exhibit is held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the 
offending portion shall be severed and shall not affect the validity of remaining portions 
which shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall not take effect if instant 
runoff voting is not used pursuant to City Charter Section 1105 (m). 

IN COUNCIL. OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA, __ M_A_R __ 2_2_0_iO ___ • 2009 

PASSED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES· BROOKS, DE LA FUENTE, KAPLAN, KERNIGHAN, NADEL. QUAN, REID, and PRESIDENT BRUNNER,. ~ 

NOES· .&-
ABSENT.B' 

ABSTENTION.,.Q-

Introduction Date: FEB 1 6 20iO 
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